
What drew you towards applying for the Austmine STEM Program? In particular, why did you apply for your current
internship position?
I applied to the Austmine STEM program for a chance to experience the mining industry working environment before
graduation. I applied specifically for GPA Engineering for the wide variety of projects their employees work on, the
technical diligence of the firm and the amazing environment they offer to young engineers to learn in. 

Do you see yourself as having a career in this sector? Has your view towards the sector changed since prior to your
internship?
Yes, I look forward to continuing to work in this sector after receiving a full-time graduate role at GPA Engineering. My view
towards the sector has not changed, the mining sector is key to Australia's economy, and there is challenging and
rewarding work to learn from as a young engineer.

What key skills have you learnt through your internship that you feel are transferrable for future roles?
The first key skill I learnt was resource management in balancing multiple projects with a variety of deliverables. The
second skill was to utilise and learn from other peoples' experience as much as possible, both to deliver a project and for
professional growth. 

What task or experience was particularly memorable as part of your internship?
My first project was to assist in the design of a slurry pump system for a major mining company. From a site visit, client
liaison, tendering to vendors and more I learnt about project delivery from start to finish.

What was the biggest challenge you faced during your internship and how did you overcome this?
The biggest challenge was the steep learning curve at the start of every project. With little experience, I had rarely seen
similar systems to the one I was working on before I started a project. I overcame this by utilising the experience of those
around me in similar projects, self-driven research, and asking questions. This allowed me to develop a technical
understanding of systems previously unknown to me.

Would you recommend the Austmine STEM program to future students?
Absolutely. Work experience prior to graduating is key to a future career. The Austmine STEM program is perfect for this,
by providing work experience in conjunction with coaching and professional development.

Do you have any further comments you would like to make about the Austmine STEM Program?
The Austmine STEM program is the perfect platform for young engineers starting a career. My time in the program was
amazing and I am extremely thankful for Austmine for letting me be a part of it. 
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